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May 2009
To the Liverymen of the City of London

My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Encouraged by many friends in the Livery, the City, the Court of Common Council and supported by
the Master, Wardens and Court of the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, | offer myself as a
candidate for the High Office of Sheriff of the City of London at the Election to be held in Common Hall
at Guildhall on Wednesday 24th June 2009 at 12 noon. | invite you to use one of your two votes in
support of me, and the other in support of Alderman David Wootton.

Born in 1941, | was educated at King Edward VI Grammar School, Aston, Birmingham. In 1960 | was
awarded a Kingsley Fairbridge Scholarship to study at the, then, new University of Rhodesia &
Nyasaland, where | obtained a London University degree in Chemistry. | joined the Blue Circle
Cement Group in Salisbury Rhodesia (now Harare, Zimbabwe) in 1964, and was transferred to the
UK in 1970. In 1977 | took over the running of the Group’s decorative products activities and
established Blue Circle Sandtex Limited of which | was Chief Executive. In 1986 | led a Management
Buy Out for that part of the operation that manufactured plasters, renders and related building
products. We formed our own company Snowcem PMC Limited, which was run by myself and my
wife, Julie. For ten years we developed this enterprise, both in the UK and overseas, establishing a
manufacturing plant in the Middle East and undertaking major consultancy work in India. In 1996 we
sold our business and retired to take up new challenges.

| was admitted as a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers in 1982, joined the Court in
1996, and became Master in 2000 — 2001, the year of the Company’s 500" Anniversary. | joined the
board of the property company that runs Plaisterers’ Hall in 1998 and became Chairman in 2003, with
responsibility for directing the total business operations to ensure the Hall became a viable
commercial enterprise.

My involvement with the wider Livery has been as a member of the Livery Committee since 2002, and
as Chairman of its Communication Working Group since 2007. During this time my Working Group
has introduced a number of significant changes that have ensured more Liverymen have had the
opportunity of receiving guidance and training on the workings of the City Corporation. | wish to build
on this experience and assist in the furtherance of communications between the Livery, Mansion
House, and Guildhall. | was the founder chairman of my Past Masters' Association, and am a
member of the Aldersgate Ward Club.

My wife, Julie, was born in Hungary and her family left their home after the revolution in 1956. She
gained her degree, in French, at the University of Rhodesia & Nyasaland. She has always been
involved with charity work and spent some seven years working for the Citizens Advice Bureau and
now works with the charity Smile International. She has had a lifelong interest in art, music and the
theatre, and a great love of languages and travel. She is giving me her whole-hearted support in this
venture, as are our two grown-up children.

Having worked with many cultures in different continents, and having come to the City as a client in
order to facilitate my Management Buy Out, | wish to help the City retain its role as a global leader. My
increased involvement with the City, the Mayoralty and the Livery, has resulted in a passionate
interest and support for them all. | wish to take a more active role and, in so doing, | wish to further
enhance the communications process between all parties.

| will support the Lord Mayor in his worldwide role to the very best of my ability.

| have the honour to be, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

| 0&’ |

Peter Cook
Citizen and Plaisterer
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